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IN TOTALITY, AROUND 6 MILLION TREES 
ARE EXPECTED TO BE PLANTED THIS YEAR 
ALONE. THE INITIATIVE ILLUSTRATES 
PAKISTAN NAVY COGNIZANCE TO THE 
DYNAMICITY OF GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND ITS IMPACT ON OUR LIVES
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World Environment Day is 
being organized under the 
auspices of United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) 
to spread worldwide awareness on 
environmental issues. The Day is 
celebrated every year on 5th June 
since 1974 and it has become a 
dynamic platform for promoting 
progress on the environmental 
dimensions of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Almost over 
150 countries participate each year 
in the event along with other major 
corporations, non-governmental 
organizations, and civil societies to 
take action on critical environmental 
challenges facing the planet. 
The theme for this year’s World 
Environment Day is biodiversity 
— a call for action to synergize 
global efforts to combat the species 
loss and degradation of the natural 
world. 

A Biodiversity is a degree of 
variation of living things that makes 
up life on Earth. It comprises of 8 
million or more species on Earth 
ranging from plants and animals 
to fungi and bacteria and also 
encompasses the ecosystems 
which houses them. Healthy 

ecosystems along with 
rich biodiversity are 
fundamental to human 
existence as it sustain 
the environment 
in countless ways 
by cleaning up air, 
purifying water, 
ensuring the availability 
of nutritious foods 
and reducing the occurrence of 
disasters. Unfortunately, we have 
not taken care of nature the way 
we needed to do and therefore, the 
world is witnessing unparalleled 
bushfires, locust invasions, and the 
death of coral reefs - an underwater 
ecosystem. Human pressures have 
already transformed the majority 
of the world’s ecosystems by 
destroying and degrading marine 
and other aquatic habitats and 
undermining the services they used 
to provide. 

According to a latest report by 
the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 
stated that around one million 

plant and animal species are 
facing extinction. The result of this 
extinction may increase the losses 
in biodiversity thus, encouraging 
the spread of infectious diseases 
and viruses. According to a 2019 
report by Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), “natural forests are declined 
by 6.5 million hectares per year 
between 2010 and 2015 (in total, an 
area larger than the UK) and natural 
wetlands declined by 35% between 
1970 and 2015.” 

The report further noted that “over 
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30% of corals are now at risk from 
bleaching, and 60% of vertebrate 
populations have disappeared since 
1970.” These significant changes 
are driven by land-use change, over-
exploitation of natural resources 
including plants and animals, 
pollution, invasive alien species 
(threaten biodiversity by 
crossbreeding with local species 
and bringing diseases) and climate 
change. According to an estimation 
by OECD, the biodiversity services 
are worth an estimated US $125-
140 trillion per year, more than 
one and a half times the size of 
global GDP. However, due to the 
continuous decline in biodiversity, 
it reducing nature’s capacity to 
contribute to people’s well-being. 

Apprehending the importance 
of issue in hand, Pakistan Navy is 
going an extra mile by stimulating its 
efforts for preventing biodiversity 
loss and preserving nature for 
country’s future. Pakistan Navy 
celebrates World Environment day 

every year by arranging a number 
of activities on this Day to 

limelight the significance of 
environment in Pakistan. 

These activities include 
various lectures and 
seminars on the 
importance of the 
day to promote 
public awareness, 
cleaning campaigns in 
Harbours and Coasts, 

environment awareness 
walks, social media 

campaigns and displaying 
of environment protection 

banners at various public 
places. 

In addition, in align with the Federal 
Government’s Ten Billion Tree 

Tsunami Programme (TBTTP) and 
PM’s Green initiatives (GI), Pakistan 
Navy annual tree plantation 
campaign has been a regular feature. 
In a leap forward, Pakistan Navy 
Tree Plantation campaign 2020 
encompasses; fifth consecutive 
mangrove plantation campaign in 
coastal and creeks areas, reviving 
of forests in Margallah hills of 
Pakistan and plantation of trees 
in green belts, Moringa Orchards 
and Fruit Orchards. Resultantly, 
not only mangroves but plantation 
of hundreds of sapota, guava, 
coconut, banana and date palm 
trees and indigenous sowing of 
seeds of pipal, siras, swanjna, jangli 
jaleebi, badaam, African gladia 
and other environment friendly 
species will take place under 
various seasonal drives and other 
‘Sur Subz’ initiatives. During the 
campaign, the plants are not only 
planted but also being nourished 
and protected in the numerous 
nurseries. Furthermore, special Reed 
Bed Wetland Systems are being 
maintained in order to grow
thousands of cuttings (Qalms) and 
to provide thousands of gallons 
sewerage treated water per day for 
irrigation. 

Being whole of a nation effort, 
Pakistan Navy has been 
coordinating with different 
agencies for various environment 
related initiatives. Pakistan Navy 
Mangroves Plantation Campaign 
(MPC) has been continued 
in coordination with IUCN 
(International Union for 
Conservation of Nature) Pakistan 
and provincial Forest and Wildlife 
Departments Since 2016. 
Since then Pakistan Navy has 
already planted nearly 7 million 
mangroves saplings. This year 

Pakistan Navy is planning to grow 
atleast 3 Million mangroves along 
the coastal belt of Sindh and 
Balochistan. To extend the 
cooperation further, recently a MoU 
has been signed between Pakistan 
Navy and Sindh Forest department 
regarding provisioning of mangroves 
plants /seeds and technical 
assistance to Pakistan Navy. 
A similar sort of MoU between 
Pakistan Navy and other provisional 
forest departments are also 
under consideration. Alongwith 
government departments, civil 
society including Karachi Relief 
Trust (KRT), Thalassemia affected 
kids of Kashif lqbal Thalassemia 
Care Centre (KITCC) and nationwide 
education institutes are 
participating in Pakistan Navy’s 
campaigns related to beach 
cleaning, tree plantation etc. 

The initiatives illustrates Pakistan 
Navy cognizance to the dynamicity 
of global climate change and its 
impact on our lives. On this year’s 
environment day also, the Pakistan 
Navy reaffirmed its resolve to 
preserve national environment 
in its area of responsibility in 
close collaboration with Ministry 
of Climate Change and other 
national as well as International 
organizations; especially against air 
and marine pollution which directly 
affects the quality of life. As a 
whole nation we have a role to play 
in preventing biodiversity loss and 
preserving nature for our future. If 
we have to change the course of 
destruction, we must first LEARN 
about what we can do; SHARE that 
knowledge with our communities 
on World Environment Day; and 
ACT on the things we need to 
change.  



WORLD 
OCEANS  DAY 
EMBARKING SUSTAINABLE 

INNOVATION
the nature’s renewable supply of 
resources. So, in this regard Ocean 
proves to be a sustainable source 
as long as innovation is implied to 
maintain its sustenance.

Since the beginning of the human 
times on Earth, the race has been 
directly or indirectly influenced 
by the oceans. Every year United 
Nations on 8th June celebrates the 
World Ocean Day under an assigned 
theme to remind everyone of the 
major role the oceans have in 
everyday life. They are the lungs of 
our planet, providing most of the 
oxygen we breathe. The purpose 

of the Day is to inform the public 
of the impact of human actions on 
the ocean, develop a worldwide 
movement of citizens for the ocean, 
and mobilize and unite the world’s 
population on a project for the 
sustainable management of the 
world’s oceans. This running year 
theme of the day is ‘Innovation for a 
sustainable Ocean’. The oceans not 
mere provide the oxygen more than 
the rainforests across the globe but 
also regulates the earth’s climate.

The World Ocean Day also reminds 
its stakeholders the commitment 
to highlight the wanting areas 
of action to restore maritime 
environment. The day also holds 
much significance to Pakistan 

THE WORLD OCEANS DAY 
REMINDS ITS STAKEHOLDERS THE 
COMMITMENT TO HIGHLIGHT THE 
WANTING AREAS OF ACTION TO 
RESTORE MARITIME ENVIRONMENT

Ubaid Ahmad
The future growth of countries 
depends upon competitiveness, 
innovations, skills and 

productivity and all these in 
turn rely on education. Educating 
people that changes call for 
innovation and innovation leads 
to the progress. Translating any 
idea into a good or service is 
synonymous with innovation,
and also increased innovation 
contributes to increasing the 
efficiency of manufacturing 
processes, improving the quality 
of manufactured products and 
services.

In this fast and actively changing 
world, it’s not mere innovation 
that leads to the prosperity rather 
a proper balance of the said 
with sustainability. It attempts 
to satisfy the human needs in a 
manner that sustains environment 
and natural resources for the future 
generations. Having said that an 
ideal and sustainable economy is 
one which provides for the greatest 
amount of general well-being 
with the least amount of resource 
use and environmental harm. 
In economic terms, to be truly 
sustainable, the overall demand for 
natural resources must be less than 
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and Pakistan Navy being its 
stakeholder also celebrates the 
day with zeal and fervor. Pakistan 
is blessed with over a 1000 km 
coastline and a huge area of 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) but 
the nation has yet to capitalize 
the potential of its maritime 
resources in a sustainable way. 
Pakistan’s Exclusives Economic 
Zone (EEZ) covers an area of about 
240,000 sq. km further extends 
by about 50,000 sq. km through 
the recognition of Pakistan’s 
Continental Shelf claim under 
article 76 of UNCLOS (UN 
Conference on the Laws of the 
Seas) in 2015. Thus, making 
Pakistan the first country in North 
Indian Ocean Region, whose case 
for extension of Continental Shelf 
has been approved by the UN. This 
extension was granted to Pakistan 
due the tireless efforts made by 
Pakistan Navy who fought for 
the aforementioned claim in the 
UN to acquire the exclusive rights 
over the seabed and subsoil for 
exploration and use of marine 
resources including energy 
production. Pakistan’s sea trade 
route contributes about $66.5 
billion dollars to economic growth, 
accumulates 31% of Pakistan’s 
GDP. Fish and seafood industry in 
Pakistan alone has the potential 
of generating the revenue of 

more than $1.2 billion. Moreover, 
Pakistan’s mangrove area, a sixth 
largest in the world, holds an annual 
value of about $20 million which 
can be extracted from mangrove 
dependent fish species and 
shrimp industry. The coastal and 
marine areas have great potential 
of sustainable development of 
both living and non-living marine 
resources. The marine resources 
such as ocean energy, minerals, 
water, petroleum hydrocarbons and 
fisheries; recreational and tourism 
potential stands largely untapped. 
The appraisal and investigation of 
these assets is fundamental for 
the economic growth of the nation. 
Pakistan’s prospects for sustained 
economic growth can only come to 
fruition if viable policy measures 
are crafted and implemented. 

Pakistan Navy also celebrates 
international events like World 
Oceans Day and World Maritime 
Day every year, raising awareness 
of both the naval community and 
the public about environmental 
issues facing Pakistan’s coastal 
regions. Hence, Pakistan Navy is 
playing a leading role in promoting 
sustainable use of ocean resources. 
The mangrove plantation and 
various other initiatives like beach 
cleaning, construction of harbor 
debris collection boats, banning 

use of destructive fishing nets, 
tackling oil pollution at Sea and 
coordination with industrial 
community to reduce waste 
dumping into the sea have 
been a regular part of Pakistan 
Navy’s annual activities. The 
efforts contribute into maintain 
sustainable coastal environment 
adding of the coastline extending 
from Creeks to Jiwani. Furthermore, 
Pakistan Navy is also reaching out 
to the national and international 
civilian environment organizations 
to collaborate in projects. In this 
regard, close collaboration with 
Ministry of Climate Change (MoCC) 
and Mangroves for the Future 
(MFF), International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
and World Wide Fund (WWF) are 
maintained. 

To conclude, statement of the Chief 
of the Naval Staff would suffice 
the impetus of the World Ocean 
Day which states “On this day, let 
us reaffirm our commitment and 
resolve for preserving sustainable 
use of the oceans and marine 
resources. Pakistan Navy will 
continue to play an important role 
in the global and nation efforts to 
protect and preserve the ocean; 
mankind’s shared resource for 
sustenance and prosperity”.  


